February-March 2015

Annual Meeting Update

Our community of faith gathered on Sunday, January
25 for the Annual Meeting. During the gathering, the
2015 budget and the Vestry reports summarizing the
life of the Church during 2014 were presented. Vestry
members and delegates to the Diocesan Convention
were approved by unanimous acclamation:






Diocesan Convention Delegates: Vicki Brooks, Ed
Filipski, June Filipski. See page 10 for additional information about the Convention. Printed copies of the
annual report are available at the church.
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CHS Online Photo Directory
Now Available
The CHS online photo directory is operational! We want to protect your information against unauthorized use, so we have secured the directory to be available only to CHS members.
In addition to accessing via a computer, you can also log into the
directory from your smartphone or tablet. A limited number of
printed copies are available at the church. More information
about this feature is contained on the church website at the following URL: http://directory.churchholyspirit.net
if your picture says “coming soon” please contact Dave Dabour
regarding a photo session, or upload your own family photo by
following the directions on the website. If you have questions,
contact Janet Wulster at jwulster@gmail.com. Thanks once
again to Dave and Dale Dabour for making us look so good!
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From the Rector’s Desk
Twenty years ago, I thought my children would now be looking back on their childhood and saying, “There was so much more snow when I was a kid.” We used to say the same thing. With
all the bitter cold and ice and snow in the Northeast, I am glad we have changed the phrase
“global warming” to “climate change.” The globe is warming to be sure and changing weather
patterns absolutely, but given the sub-zero morning temperature as I write this, climate change
just sounds more appropriate.

A priest postponing a meeting due to the travel conditions ended the phone conversation with, "I suppose God is
telling us to slow down." It was a nice thought, unless you were a relative of one of the people that died of exposure. Earthquakes, floods, hurricanes and other natural demonstrations have often been interpreted. Imbued
with meaning, they serve a variety of purposes depending on your theology. One can say they are: punishment
for our sins, opportunities to listen to God, logical products of certain fixed physical and natural laws, or the New
Age favorite--Mother Earth spanking her planeteers. The Psalms of David are replete with the first interpretation. Latter-day optimists (such as my priest friend) favor the second, the unaesthetic choose logic, and the whifty
get bleary-eyed about the globe-as-womb fantasy.
For me, the faith challenge is: Can one have an Almighty who is not All-controlling? The question becomes less
academic after you have seen Selma or any news report on another beheading by those who murder in the name
of their god. Where is God and why does God let evil happen? Human-inspired suffering or suffering resulting
from natural disasters prompts the same question. We all want an interpretation. The rub is whether or not one
can have an Almighty who is loving enough to let things go; loving enough to allow us to ruin our planet, loving
enough to observe our attempted annihilation of each other, loving enough to let us hate. God has chosen to let
us be free, but for a purpose. If God had been interested only in companionship, the work of creation would have
come to a screeching halt after dogs came into the world. But God is not satisfied with mere companionship. God wants relationship. Relationship requires an intentional exchange of ideas and emotions between both
parties. They must both be free. Freedom means one party may call an end to the relationship, confuse it, mangle it beyond all recognition, or refuse to start it up. So, welcome — behind door number one: sin.
Yet snow and ice are not sinful nor evil. One might come to hate them after an eleven-hour commute along Interstate 78, but evil they are not. Why is our part of creation so vicissitudinous? Why do people think their god
wants to blow up people on buses and airplanes? More generally, why is that any time we have the chance to
play the fool, we almost always make it good? I am not satisfied with the usual explanations. Yes, there are consequences for our mismanagement of creation, but I won't go as far as calling it punishment. Yes, we exist in
bodies and have brains that are both easily broken. But why is it so? Easy interpretations can be useful, but only
to a point. And so I am content with mystery, even as I will actively support better stewardship of our resources
and attempting to live by commandments and beatitudes and cardinal virtues and the like. But why does it seems
so hard for our species to get it right, or even achieve a mediocre middle? If you were hoping I would answer that
one, I don’t apologize. Our safest eloquence about the Created Order and our place within it and the very nature
of the Almighty is, simply, our silence. So make a snowball, give thanks for the gift of creation, then take aim and
nail a tree trunk. Philip+
I serve in a fabulous community of faith. Your care and love supporting our family through the
passing of my mother was and is magnificent. We are deeply thankful. Phil and Jan
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Observing Lent
February 17th: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. Hosted by the Youth Group. 5:30 – 7:30 p.m., CHS
February 18th: Begin the season of Lent, Ash Wednesday, by attending Services at CHS or the Ecumenical Service at Zion Lutheran Church. Bring last year’s palms to be burned before each service.
6 a.m. - CHS Burton Chapel
Noon - CHS Burton Chapel
4 p.m. - CHS Sanctuary - Children's Service
7:30 p.m. - Ecumenical Service - Zion Lutheran Church, County
Road 517, Oldwick

Become the Story We Tell
The Season of Lent is a gift intended especially for those who are turning to Christ in some new way. It may
be your Christian faith has been a family tradition, until now. If this is a moment for you to become a more intentional disciple of Christ, Lent is for you. It may be that faith has been a private affair, until now. If you are
ready to make common cause with other disciples of Christ, Lent is for you. It may be that Christ has always
seemed a distant figure to you, until now. If this is a moment for you to deepen your relationship with Christ,
Lent is for you. Our community is offered a unique and powerful means of renewal through specially designed
Sunday worship and weekly Tuesday gatherings and Holy Week services. Please feel most welcome to join
the journey. We all walk the path together. Information on the Tuesday programs can be found on page 8.
On Sundays in Lent at the 10 am service, our senior choir will host student vocalists from area colleges like
Mason Gross School of Performing Arts at Rutgers, and Westminster Choir College.
We have received a generous grant from a parish family to offer a performance venue and sponsor these young artists. Throughout Christian History, the church has
been a patron of all sorts of artistic expression, most especially in the world of music.
Today, our digitized world has reduced the opportunity for such live expressions. In
a modest way, this offers a chance to change that, The students will offer a classic
piece accompanied by our Chris Williams during either the Offertory or at the Communion and join the senior choir for their anthem.
We are deeply grateful to Danzey Burnham for her vision and support.

Triduum — The Great Three Days, April 2 - 4
Our worship for the Great Three Days is meant to be journeyed together as a whole. There is power and
magnificence found by entering into the ultimate story of terror and love, fear and grace, defeat and triumph.
Maundy Thursday — A fabulous agape dinner at 6 p.m. precedes a moving and deeply inspiring worship
(7:30 p.m.) that includes foot washing, procession to the Altar for Communion, stripping and washing the Altar and return to Gethsemane—a garden displayed in the Parish Hall where the Labyrinth is walked, accompanied by chant and music. Vigil is kept through Midnight.
Good Friday — we give the day over to serving others. Our commissioning service begins at 8:30 a.m. after
a light breakfast. At the end of the day we return for worship at 5 p.m., followed by supper. See page 7 for
more information on this very special day in the life of our parish.
Easter Vigil — A service of storytelling, profound mystery, renewal of baptismal vows. This is the prime celebration of Easter, to be followed by a Paschal Soiree! Our Lenten observance is over: time to party!
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From the Deacon’s Corner
Dear Seekers,
Blessings to all as we begin a new year!! It is hard to believe that another year has passed. As
we mature, it seems as if time is going by much more quickly. Remember how we couldn’t wait
to be 16 and then 21? Now the years have just sped by.
Because life is going by so quickly we need to seize each moment and relish it. The idea of living in the moment is so vital. It makes each minute important. I am learning this fact twice a week when I perform Tai Chi forms with the men and women of the Senior Center.
I find myself raising my arms in celebration and watching my hand move slowly in front of my face. It seems
that everything slows down and I become calmer as I perform each of the moves.
Professionals say that it is good for general good health. I say that it is the quietest thing I do all week. Everything is done in hushed tones. It really is a lovely exercise for me, who like everyone else is moving quickly
from one activity to another.
So let us, in the months ahead, slow down, and seize and relish each moment of our day. It is a tall order, but if
we are mindful of its importance to our spiritual and physical well being, we might be more inclined to give it our
very best.
I wish you all a happy and healthy year. Faithfully, I remain,
Your Deacon, Johnine

Upcoming events in which I could
use your help:

Prison Ministry/Shawl Ministry



A sale for the community at large of
the CHS women’s gently used
scarves, purses and jewelry; the
proceeds to assist a local women’s
ministry like Safe in Hunterdon and
Good News Home for Women.



An auction of stunning shawls created by the women at Edna Mahan
Correctional Facility; the proceeds
to help our Shawl Ministry budget,
which is completely funded by donations.

The Shawl Ministry continues to go full steam ahead with the creation of shawls of comfort filled with many heartfelt prayers. Last
year, the men and women of our parish created 231 shawls — a
record!! — with the help of the women from Edna Mahan Correctional Facility in Clinton . At present there are 21 men and women
who can visit the facility twice weekly, sitting with women crafters in
both Maximum and Minimum security. The women of Edna Mahan
say that the two-hour period we visit on Mondays and Wednesdays
is the highlight of their week because they feel free during that time.
We have been stunned by their response, not realizing the impact
this ministry has on their lives.



The collection of winter coats to give
to the seafarers who come into Port
Elizabeth as part of the Seamen’s
Church Institute.

Thank you for your consideration.

It was a great joy for them and for us to have Bishop Stokes and his
wife, Susan, visit in December, spending time with both groups.
Twice a month I go to Edna Mahan in the evening with many volunteers from the community to conduct prayer/Bible study. This is an
awesome experience where we all come away nourished and refreshed for our work in the world. New volunteers continue to join
this group because they hear of our overwhelming response to the
power of the Holy Spirit dwelling among us there. We are blessed
as much or more than the women. A new dimension to this ministry
is tutoring the women who are working to get their GEDs. More volunteers are always welcome!

Johnine
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Words From Our Senior Warden
Dear Friends,
Our church has a Vestry that currently meets the third Tuesday of each month. New members are voted in at our Annual meeting in January of each year. The typical term is 3
years, and 1 to 2 years for the Junior and Senior Wardens. It should be noted that all are
welcome to attend the vestry meetings. Please feel free to attend at any time. Our next
meeting is February 17, 2015 at 7:30pm.
There is a lot that goes on behind the scenes with running our church. Not only do we meet together once a
month, but there is constant dialogue via email and in-person conversations. Please approach any of the vestry, Philip or Johnine if you have any questions or suggestions. (Members are listed on page 1 of this issue and
contact information can be found on page 15.)
Make sure you check out the calendar, the church website and CHS News to keep abreast of everything going
on. We are so very fortunate to have such a vibrant community of faith! Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are
cherished treasures.
Peace and Grace,

Katie Gnash

My Wish For You:
Never lose an opportunity for seeing anything that is beautiful; for beauty is God’s handwriting — a wayside
sacrament. Welcome it in every fair face, in every fair sky, in every fair flower, and thank God for it as a cup of
His blessing. — Ralph Waldo Emerson

Episcopal Walkers Unite!
(courtesy of Rev. Ann Holt,
Calvary Episcopal Church, Flemington)
Over 20 years ago, a group from St. Thomas’ Church in Pittstown
began to gather on occasion to hike some of our area’s beautiful
trails. Loosely labeled “The Lost Souls,” and even more loosely
scheduled, they would set off on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon, usually ending with some kind of food!
We’re more Walkers than Hikers now, and the group has scattered to St. Thomas’, Calvary Flemington, Holy Spirit and
beyond, but we’re still moving---and eating! We’ve added some new members from the 3 local churches and last summer and fall, we set off on the last Saturday of each month in a series of “water walks.” In December, we wandered the
streets of Clinton at night, admiring the Christmas decorations in different neighborhoods.
Wouldn’t you like to join the group? We have different abilities and speeds, but all enjoy visiting familiar places — and
exploring new ones — on foot. Walking ( and eating) together is good for the soul and also a great deal of fun!
If you’re interested in being notified by email when a walk is contemplated,
let Vicki Brooks (752-3062) or June or Ed Filipski (735-5219) know.
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A Message from Our Treasurer
Dear Friends,
Our church’s finances were managed diligently throughout 2014 under the leadership of the Finance Committee and the Vestry. Nevertheless we ended the year with a larger deficit than was
planned. We did not achieve two of our key revenue targets; Net Pledges (3% or $6k) and Rental
Income (17% or $5k). First Step, a primary tenant whose business experienced economic pressure in 2014, continues to be adversely impacted in 2015. The Vestry determined it prudent to
negotiate a rental rate with an escalation clause that would retain their tenancy and provide our
community with a continued, but reduced, revenue stream.

Through diligent management and favorable economic factors we were able to come in under budget on the property
and utilities expenses. Due to the foregoing factors, we ended the year with a deficit of $7k vs. the budgeted $1k. We
continue to look for ways to close this gap in 2015.
As we look toward 2015, two-thirds of our income comes from you, our parishioners, in the form of paid pledges
(58%), non-pledge giving of $25k [(i.e., people who do not make a pledge , but give regularly (8%) and plate
$5k (1.8%)]. This certainly helps us to budget our expenses based on how much has been pledged. We appreciate
all that each of you do to help the church financially.
Our other major sources of revenue are the Service Auction in the spring and smaller fundraisers throughout the year
($33k), the rent we receive from the Rectory lease ($24k), as well as the rent from First Step ($20k) and other building
usage fees of $12k from those who hold events in the Parish Hall. Our overall income budget reflects the impact of the
loss of rental income from First Step.
We thank all of you who support our church through your gifts of time, talent and money. Pictorial snapshots of our budgeted revenue & expenditure for 2015 are included below in this report. Our projection for paid pledges and fund raising
is about where we ended in 2014. In addition, we are keeping our rental income from the Rectory the same, and due to
economic pressure on their business, have had to reduce the First Step rent by $788/month. This reduction began in
summer of 2014 and continues into the foreseeable future.
On the expense side, many of our expenses are somewhat fixed, as demonstrated in the chart at right below. Payroll
has been budgeted at a 1.6% Cost-of-Living increase, as per the guidelines set by the Diocese. Our Fair Share commitment to the Diocese for 2015 is $37,000. While we are fortunate to have a strong balance sheet and diligent oversight,
the fact remains that we have presented a deficit budget each year since 2011, and 2015 is no different. Our shortfall is
projected to be $5.4k. This can be offset by additional income from new pledges, rental income from the parish hall and/
or additional fundraisers. A detailed P&L is included in the annual report, which is available at the church.

Oscar Jones
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CHS Community Life
To know Christ as we serve others is part of the mission of
Church of the Holy Spirit
HOW CAN I HELP THE NEEDY?
Church of the Holy Spirit is a community of helping hands for the needy of
Hunterdon County. Over the past decade or two, we have evolved into a parish that reaches out in many ways to
the needs of the community.
Food Pantry Express depends on our continued support to help stock the shelves of local food pantries.
The Food Pantry of Clinton requests foods such as canned tuna, soup, canned fruits and vegetables, pasta and
sauces, peanut butter, as well as dry goods that may not qualify for the food stamp program. Necessities such
as soap, toothpaste, laundry and dish detergent, toilet tissue, toothbrushes are always welcome additions in the
red wagon.
Culinary Angels continues to prepare and pack meals for Family Promise in Flemington. We are the only
church who makes these regular donations to offset food shortages for these clients. Please consider making an
entrée or side dish (casseroles, soups and other simple comfort foods, such as mac and cheese, meatloaf,
pasta dishes are great) and deliver to the church kitchen on Mondays (watch the bulletin for specific dates). If
you can spare an hour on delivery day, it would be a great help to Joanne Warnowicz and June Filipski.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————
Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar for Holy Week activities
Maundy Thursday Dinner, Thursday April 2nd in Dove Hall.
Don’t miss this well attended community dinner. It will be a potluck dinner this year
and we hope to have Family Promise clients join us to break bread, share some wine
and conversation about the traditions of other cultures during Holy Week and Easter.
We will ask our members to provide food enough to share and we will provide wine and other drinks.

Good Friday Day of Service, Friday, April 3rd
This year marks our 25thnd year of offering ourselves and our talents to helping others. Please take the day off if
you can to volunteer: work at Cristo Rey in Trenton, helping with projects at the church as well as getting to know
our Hispanic Episcopalians. Good News Home for Women in Flemington always has repairs on their to-do list.
Mr. Fixit’s elderly clients need yard help. Spruce up our church grounds and building or sew something for a charity (to be determined). In the past, we have made vibrant pillowcases for children’s hospitals and the women’s
shelter. Deacon Johnine will keep us in stitches!
Volunteers and team leaders are needed. Each year we have over 100 volunteers to be assigned to the various
work sites. Team captains are needed to oversee the activities of the day and coordinate transportation, lunch,
etc. Our children enjoy the day and it’s wonderful to see their enthusiasm.
Commissioning of all volunteers will follow a continental breakfast provided by the Vestry and the day
will conclude with a service and soup supper. The Reverend Canon Rob Droste, Diocesan Officer for Congregational Development, will be our guest officiant at the commissioning service.
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Living in The Holy Spirit
(It’s time to go big and get everyone together!)

B

eginning on Tuesday, February 24, we will be
offering a 13-week program to enlarge our understanding and practice of Christianity. These
sessions are not just for adults — encourage
your children 12 years and up to attend. Child care will be
provided, so young parents are encouraged to join us.
We begin in Lent using the curricula from the Alpha program – a wonderful resource from the Church of England.
We will be meeting on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. and will start with an informal dinner, followed by a
video program and small group discussions.
All of us have questions about life and Christianity. We’ve
wondered: “Is there more to life than this?”, “Is this it?”,
‘Why am I here?” This is the time to ask anything on your
mind and to have a full and frank discussion.
Icon written by Wendy Hallstrom

The last sessions weave in material from The Restoration Project. This program was developed by Christopher Martin, an Episcopal Priest at St. Paul’s, San Rafael, California. (See www.therestorationproject.net for
more information.) Some topics for Living in the Holy Spirit include:






How does God guide us?
Why and how do I pray?
What does the Holy Spirit do?
How do I read the Bible intelligently and prayerfully?
How do I make the most of the rest of my life?

The program will conclude with a celebration on Trinity Sunday, May 31st. Each meeting will last NO longer
than 2 hours. Please invite your friends!

Arden Olson, Junior Warden

Feb-March 2015

T r um p e t e r

Page 9

First Sunday Breakfasts—Thank You All!
January - Hosts: Jo and Gil Quinton; Wendy and Kevin Hallstrom; Angelo and
Debbie Sigismondo; Jean Wallace; and Jessica Baxter. In addition to the
Quintons’ famous sausage, we were treated to Kevin’s scrambled over easy
eggs, fresh fruit, and delightful breakfast items.
February – Hosts: Jane Paradiso and Sharon Tanzler. Wonderful muffins,
cakes, fruit bowl, sausage, doughnuts, egg casserole, and Sharon’s famous
French toast casserole. Dove Hall looked so festive with fresh flowers on each table!
And belated thanks to the following hosts whose efforts in Fall 2014 hadn't been acknowledged until now:
September — New member Kari Woodell and her family coordinated our Welcome Back Breakfast, with assistance from Katie Gnash, Father Philip, Carol Crawford-Jones and Marge Keller.
October — Thanks to Carol Crawford-Jones, Chris Hanneken, Diane Hrozencik, and Sky VanNess.
November — Hosted by men of the 8 a.m. Service, including Bob Jones, Hal and Aaron Murray, Arden Olson, Sky VanNess, Ricky Waller, and Sy Warnowicz, with assistance from Eli Jones, and contributions from
Carol Crawford-Jones and Karen Murray.
We are most appreciative of the “breakfast chefs” teams giving their time and talent to foster the camaraderie
that our First Sunday breakfasts bring to the congregation. Every breakfast is special. We welcome any and all
teams, In fact, you can even sign up a year in advance if you wish — email Carol Crawford-Jones at
carolcj@prolog.net or check the list in the Narthex for this year’s available dates.

Planning a party / reception? Consider Dove Hall
If you haven’t seen our parish hall recently, please feel free to check it out or
schedule a tour. Its soaring ceilings, topped with handsome wood arches, create
a spacious, open feeling. The neutral Tuscan-inspired color scheme will accent
any décor you choose for your event. Several large bronze chandeliers provide
abundant light for a glowing atmosphere.
If you require space for a cocktail party or to host a smaller event, please inquire
about our “Entry Hall,” which is perfect for more intimate gatherings. Whether it
be a dinner, cocktail reception, baptism, wedding, or funeral, the Church of the Holy Spirit’s gracious social halls can meet your needs. Dove Hall can comfortably accommodate up to 80 people for
a sit-down meal or buffet. With its own entrance under a covered portico, the hall is perfect in case of
inclement weather and is step-free and handicapped accessible. Whether your banquet is catered or
home-cooked, we also have a large, fully equipped kitchen which can be utilized to prepare/reheat/serve a
full meal onsite. You can also help spread the word to your family and friends. (Call 908-236-6301 for
further information and to reserve space. http://www.churchholyspirit.org/building_use.html).
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Acolyte Overnight 2015: Friday, February 20
The Overnight will start at 6:30 PM on Friday at the church and end
Saturday the 21st at 9:00 AM. You do not need to be an Acolyte to
participate; everyone is welcome. I need to have an idea as to how
many folks are coming AND how many are planning to stay so please
check your planners, phones and calendars and let me know ASAP.
Plans are to have training/refresher sessions, food, fun and games,
movies and hopefully some uninterrupted sleep.
Overnighters should bring sleeping attire, sleeping bag with pillow,
toothbrush etc., any meds necessary (NEED A NOTE FROM PARENTS REGARDING THE MEDS AND ANY FOOD ALLERGIES) and any other items that might be
important. Any and all help is appreciated especially from senior Acolytes and adult parishioners.
We must have at least one adult female to stay overnight with us, otherwise the overnight part
cannot happen. Please consider assisting with this need.
Reply to Jack Daniels via email [jdaniels_fire@yahoo.com (underscore "_" symbol between the "s"
and "f")] or phone/text (908-337-3228). Thanks and hope to see you there.

Jack Daniels

Diocesan Convention — February 27, 28

Delegates from our parish, Vicki Brooks, Ed and June Filipski as well as our clergy will gather with other delegates from 145 parishes from the Episcopal Diocese of NJ, which stretches geographically from
Hunterdon down to Cape May County. This year we will meet closer to us at the Hyatt in Princeton. (In
years past we usually have met in Cherry Hill or Wildwood! ) The theme for this year's Convention, Reimagining Mission and Discipleship, features keynote speaker The Reverend Thomas Brackett. This
is a time when representatives from around our diocese gather to share in the polity of the Church, upholding the common mission and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. All are welcome to join us as we
worship, conduct business, attend workshops, view and listen to presentations, socialize, and network.
**********************************************************************************************************************
Save the Date:

Sunday, May 3rd, 4 p.m., for the Trinity Chorale Spring Concert, featuring the Gabriel Fauré
Requiem. (More details to come next time).
Friday, May 8th, 6 p.m. , for our gala service auction (see next page)
Monday, May 18th, for the Good News Home for Women Golf Tournament at Beaver Brook
Country Club. Start getting your foursomes together now. More details in the next Trumpeter. Questions call Sandy Burton, 908-236-6980
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Contribute to the glories of Easter
Envelopes for your donations toward Easter flowers and greens
for the glorious resurrection of Our Lord will be available in
March on the center table in the Narthex. Donations are due by
mid-March to ensure the names of the people for whom the
donation is being made are included in the Easter Bulletin. To
submit your donation:


On the envelope, include your name and the name(s) for
whom the donation is being made and whether it is a memorial or in thanksgiving. Please write clearly.



Put your donation ($35 is suggested) in the envelope and
place it in the collection plate on any Sunday, in the Altar
Guild mailbox (in the hallway by the lower entrance), or return it to the office.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING
FRIDAY, MAY 8TH?
If you don't have an immediate answer, then
please mark the following on your calendar:

ATTENDING THE 33nd ANNUAL CHURCH OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT GALA AUCTION

Plan to come out and have a good time that evening. We will be celebrating 33 years of outreach supported by the Auction Gala! We have a venue - The Grand Colonial - and we have an auctioneer - Michael
Ivankovich. We also have a theme: Mayfaire. The spring of the year is such a wonderful time to celebrate
new life and the continuing growth of our outreach activities. Now all we need is you to make the Auction a
big success.
Between now and then, plan to help out with making that evening truly outstanding. Your gifts, talents and
time are needed to help acquire all of the items that will be raffled, to help with the assembly of the packages, to assist with ticket sales and decorations, as well as the million things that always need doing! Contact June Filipski (735-5219) or Jan Paxton (638-8693) if you have any ideas or would like to help.
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In Grateful Appreciation
Dear Holy Spirit Family,
Words cannot adequately say what is in my heart for all the prayers, thoughts, love and kindness Jim and I have
received from all of you during his struggle with leukemia. I am so very, very thankful for your support; it has
buoyed me up as I care for Jim and has been a great comfort to him. You are such an incredible community and
we are so blessed to have you in our lives. We are especially thankful for the “angels” of WE CARE for their time in
providing rides and supper. A special hug to Vicki Brooks for being our “guardian angel”.

As some may know, this leukemia prevents Jim’s marrow from producing healthy red blood cells and we pray that
the chemotherapy will soon reverse that trend. It is through the generous donations of blood by so many in this
community that folks in similar situations get a chance to give chemotherapy a chance to save their lives. Thank
you to all who donated at the December blood drive; special thanks to Jeff and Jane Anderson for making the arrangements. I urge all of you consider making a donation of your life-giving blood to help others. Jim and I hope to
be among you in the pews before too much longer. Continue to pray for his recovery as we continue to give thanks
for you.

Marge and Jim Keller

Planned Giving Committee
At the January Vestry meeting a motion was passed to form an ad hoc committee to start a Planned Giving program at CHS. Many thanks to Jim Keller, who has been instrumental in involving the Diocese, as
well as motivating us to move forward. The members of the committee are Deb Canty, John Rivers,
Katie Gnash, Sally Bird and Father Phil. Over the next few months, we will be providing more information on a variety of topics and how you can participate in our program.

CHS Billboard
.

In an effort to help our budget, the Finance Committee has decided to
bring back the Billboard. The board will have a variety of choices on how
you can contribute to help in many of our monthly expenses. There will be
tags and envelopes provided. Please put your donation in the offering
plate or in Linda West's mailbox by the lower back door. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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PULSE OF THE PARISH
Good luck to the following CHS young adults who graduated from High School last spring: Amy
Guns, Catie Hallstrom, Jendai Jones, Patrick Querry, Ariana Rivera, and Karoline Taylor. The girls are off to
various colleges. We wish all of them the very best.
Congratulations to Melissa and Vinnie LuConte on the birth of Leonardo Vincent on August 1st. He
joins big sister Ava. He was sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own forever on October 5, 2014 at CHS.
Congratulations to Karen and Paul Chardoussin on the birth of a new granddaughter, Megan Sherry
Chardoussin who was born on September 17, 2014.
Welcome to Denise and Mike Shaughnessy and their children Gina (age 13), Jillian (age 10), and
McKella (age 4) who have worshipped with us this past fall.
Congratulations to Cynthia and Bill Schneider whose new granddaughter, Lyla Elizabeth, was
sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own forever on October 19th at CHS. Her
proud parents are Kim and Bill Schneider.
.
Welcome to Peter and Mara (Coco) Shaw of Whitehouse Station who have worshiped with us recently. They have twin daughters, Madeleine Kathleen and Lucinda Marie, who were born on August 28, 2013
and were sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own forever on October 5, 2014 at
CHS.
Congratulations to the Confirmation Class of 2014--Carolyn Chester, Katie Higgins, Julie Schmidt, Amy
Schroeder, Gregory Schwartz, Gregory Taylor, and Jameson Woodell-- who were confirmed by The Rt.
Rev. William Stokes, 12th Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey, at CHS on October 12, 2014.
Congratulations to Jennifer and Jacqueline Horsey-Reid on the birth of daughter Skylar Madeline on October 15, 2014. She joins big sister, Stella.
Best Wishes to Natalie Landgraf and Philip Treat who were married on November 29, 2014 in Pennsylvania, Fr. Philip presiding. Natalie is the daughter of parishioners Sue and George Landgraf.

Congratulations to Chris Williams, Director of Music, on the occasion of his 25th anniversary at CHS
and over 30 years directing the Trinity Chorale! Chris was honored at the December Chorale concert.
Deepest Sympathy and Remembrance to the families and friends of loved ones who have died recently.
May the dear departed rest in peace and may light perpetual shine upon them.
To the Gora family on the death of Jaime's father in late October.
To Walter Wilson, whose father died in November.
In remembrance of Charles Drake, friend and parishioner, who died on November 5.
In remembrance of Harrie Copland, friend and auctioneer, who passed away in November.
To the Somers family on the death of Pam's mother, who also died in November.
To the Carr-Jones family on the passing of Father Philip's mother on January 6.
To Jane Randall on the death of her mother on February 4, 2015.
Have a wonderful relationship with God in 2015 and remain blessed by His almighty hands.
Barbara Burton
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Property Update
Thanks to the donations of several parishioners in our Rocks for Rollin' Drive, we now have
new paved areas for handicapped parking, and the most heavily used first section of the parking lot. The generosity of those donors, and willingness to step up to help meet a need is deeply appreciated!
As you may have noticed, the first quarter of the parking lot is now easier to walk on for the frequent weekly users. Three parallel spots for handicapped parking were added to the left of the
driveway across from the portico entrance. These spaces were created to provide easy access
while freeing up the driveway for cars entering and leaving. We need to keep these spaces available, as well as traffic
flow safe: please do not park on the right side of the driveway by the entrances.
While thanks are being passed out, it should be known that the repair needs of our church and rectory would not be
met without great cost from outside contractors if it were not for the time and talent of Father Phil and John Higgins.
As always, the coordinating skill of Linda Romanoski and Barbara Burton in the office, and the smooth hands-on skills
of our most able Senior Warden, Katie Gnash, are a blessing to our busy parish!
Joanne and Tony Shallo have worked hard to keep the heavily used main floor facilities looking good!
Use your imagination until warmer weather to visualize the lovely Father-Phil-designed (again!) steel front to replace
the damaged tile wall by the front entrance. An insurance claim was successfully filed to fund the cost. Look for a
future story to explain the design, colors, and lighting that will grace another creation of our own Steven Spielberg!!
Yours in Christ, Sharon Tripodi

We Care Group
In early December of last year, with the help of many willing souls, we reorganized our We Care Group, the inward-directed ministry for members of our
faith community. There are more than 30 individuals involved in this ministry
who try to meet the travel, meal, and visiting needs of fellow parishioners.
One ministry volunteer becomes the “Guardian Angel” for a particular family
unit, communicating with the family, discovering their needs, and then sharing
the need and solving it with the help of others. The Guardian Angel will work with the family until, with God’s blessing,
the cares prompting the ministry are resolved. Our hope is that no one slips through the cracks. — Johnine Byrer
Our new Guardian Angel system is working well. Having one person per situation saves unnecessary duplication, and
the Angel knows that there is a small army of volunteers ready to help when needed. We hope to have a small pin
available soon to be worn by We Care members during church services, making it easy for a parishioner to approach
with a concern. Confidentiality is paramount. — Susan Kane
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VESTRY & STAFF – 2015
Vestry: Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Finance

Stewardship/Fundraising
Marketing
Pastoral Care

Katie Gnash
Arden Olson
Oscar Jones
John Higgins
John Altom
Michelle Marlow
Marge Keller
Sharon Tripodi
John Higgins
Sally Bird
Janet Wulster
Susan Kane

797-4398
500-9155
328-7903
638-5645
969-1025
840-4552
713-0724
236-2282
638-5645
735-0094
236-9685
730-6300

katie.gnash@churchholyspirit.org
arden.olson@churchholyspirit.org
oscar.jones@churchholyspirit.org
john.higgins@churchholyspirit.org
john.altom@churchholyspirit.org
michelle.marlow@churchholyspirit.org
marge.keller@churchholyspirit.org
tritenhill@gmail.com
john.higgins@churchholyspirit.org
sally.bird@churchholyspirit.org
janet.wulster@churchholyspirit.org
bobnsue@usa.com

Rector
Deacon
Administrative Assistant
Director of Music
Sunday Sexton
Cleaning Service

Philip Carr-Jones
Johnine Byrer
Linda Romanoski
Chris Williams
Joanne Shallo
Papics Janitorial Service

236-6301
399-4170
236-6301
238-0178
328-2374

philip@churchholyspirit.org
deaconjb@gmail.com
admin@churchholyspirit.org
music@churchholyspirit.org
jshal7@ aol.com

Sue Landgraf
Johnine Byrer
Cecilie Bulcha
Vicki Brooks
Carol Crawford-Jones
Wendy Hallstrom
Ed Filipski
Linda West
Barbara Burton
Amanda Mahon
Oscar Jones
Carol Crawford-Jones
TBD
Diane Hrozenick
Jan Paxton
John Rollins
Arden Olson
Andra Taylor
Wendy Hallstrom

638-4341
399-4170
642-8526
752-3062
735-4510
713-1191
735-5219
534-6963
236-6980
832-7100
328-7903
735-4510

landgraf5@yahoo.com
deaconjb@gmail.com
cecilie.bulcha@churchholyspirit.org
gracehappens@centurylink.net
carolcj@prolog.net
whallstrom@comcast.net
juned.fil@gmail.com
lindal.west@comcast.net
barbandsandy@embarqmail.com
amanda@churchholyspirit.org
oscar.jones@churchholyspirit.org
carolcj@prolog.net

238-1944
638-8693
638-8693
500-9155
735-4776
713-1191

dhrozenc@comcast.net
jrpaxton@churchholyspirit.net
jardigitalworks@gmail.com
arden.olson@churchholyspirit.org
andrat0413@gmail.com
whallstrom@comcast.net

Christian Formation
Community Life
Property

Staff:

Volunteer Staff:
Altar Guild Directress
Christian Service Coordinator
CHS News Editor
“Trumpeter” Editor
Coffee Hour
Daughters of the King
Missioner to Christ Church
Pledge Clerk
Prayer Chain
Sunday School Superintendent
Treasurer
Usher Captain (8 a.m.)
(10 a.m.)
Vestry Recording Secretary
Webmaster
Webmaster Assistant
Worship Coordinator
Worship Schedule
Youth Group

Calendar Quick Picks
Coming in February

Coming in March

2/8 — Got Change collection
2/8; 2/22; — Youth Group Meetings
2/16 — Culinary Angels Food Prep
2/17— Vestry Meeting (all welcome!)
2/17 — Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
2/18 — Ash Wednesday 12 and 4 pm services
2/22 — Evensong/Fundraising Dinner
2/24 — Life in the Spirit Lenten Program

3/2; 3/16 — Culinary Angels Food Prep
3/8; 3/22 — Youth Group Meetings
3/8 — Got Change Collection
3/3; 3/10; 3/17; 3/24 — Life in the Spirit Lenten Program
3/14 — Dining with Friends
3/17 — Vestry Meeting (all welcome!)
3/20 — SPRING!!
3/29 — Palm Sunday

2/27-28 — Diocesan Convention, Princeton
Go to the CHS Website http://www.churchholyspirit.org/ for complete calendar listings and consult the weekly
bulletins for last-minute changes/additions. Kudos to webmasters Jan Paxton and John Rollins for their superb,
expert care of the website and to Barbara Burton for keeping the calendars current!.

WE PRACTICE a faith both ancient and new, going back to Jesus, back to his spiritual ancestors, back
to those who walked the earth and found holy ground. What we do is based on deep, ancient
patterns—worship and music; loving service to the poor; lively formation of minds and souls.
Everyone is welcome here. Our door is always open.
WE ARE FOR The dignity and worth of every human being. Youth, children, singles, families in all
shapes and sizes. Open hearts. Open hands. Meaningful and lively worship. Honoring everyone’s own
spiritual journey. Telling the truth about life’s challenges. Seeing Christ in everyone who comes through our
door.
WE ARE AGAINST Indifference to injustice and suffering. Bigotry for any reason. Certitude in the face
of deep mystery and superficial answers to hard questions. General cluelessness and boring worship (so God
helps us, cause we don’t always get that right!)
WE VALUE Spiritual relationships. Friends. Community. Serving others. Beauty for its own sake.
Reason and Honesty. Open and generous spirits. Civic responsibility. Conversation grounded in mutual
respect and kindness. Anyone who makes an effort to get to know and follow Jesus.
The Rev. Philip B. Carr-Jones, Rector
T h e R e v . J o h n i n e V . B yr e r , D e a c o n
908-236-6301
908-399-4170
w w w . c h u r c h h o l ys p i r i t . o r g
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