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 Meet the Finance Committee  
 
The purpose of the Finance Committee is to oversee the financial aspects of 
our church.  The committee currently has seven members who meet each 
month.  A report is prepared and presented to the Vestry at its monthly meet-
ing. From time to time, others step forward and assist with special projects 
that are finance related but are within a certain person’s area of expertise, 
such as when our insurance policies needed to be reviewed.   
 
We welcome participation from anyone interested in getting involved 
either as a committee member or on a specific project. Here are the cur-
rent members of the committee with a little background on each person. 
 
Sally Bird - Sally and her family have been involved with CHS since they 
moved to this area about 15 years ago. She has been part of the Finance 
Committee since its reformation about six years ago. Sally has held various 
positions in the church, including Senior and Junior Warden, Finance Com-
mittee Chair, and Auction Chair.  The Finance Committee is a well-focused, 
efficiently managed team that works together to balance the fiscal and spiri-
tual needs of the church. Sally's background is in education but found it im-
possible to secure a position in this field when she moved to this area over 
35 years ago. So she turned to banking and is currently a manager with Sov-
ereign Bank in Easton, Pa.  
                                                                                                [See Finance Committee page 8]  

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 2013        

Strengthen Your Life of Love,  
Meaning and Hope 

Pledge Cards Due December 8 
 
During October and November, we conducted 10 Cottage Meetings to discuss 
the Lilly Grant Renewal of Beauty as experienced by Father Philip. Parishion-
ers also shared their experiences over the summer months both as a result of 
the Renewal of Beauty activities and how the TGIF (Today God Is First brace-
lets) theology worked in their lives. We also discussed some possible change 
to the Sunday School class time, adding a new mid-week service, The Bible 
Challenge issued by Bishop Councell to encourage the reading of the Bible 
cover to cover in one year, making a commitment to invite a new person to our 
church, and the importance of making a financial commitment. Our hope is 
that all of these efforts will promote our church growth. 

The next step is the Pledge 
Campaign that began on Sun-
day, November 11.  Pledge 
cards were mailed to parishioners 
the week of November 18.  We 
ask that all Pledge Cards be 
returned by December 8. You 
can mail your card to the Pledge 
Clerk in the envelope provided or 
put it in the collection plate on 
Sunday.  If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please reach 
out to Sally Bird, Stewardship 
Chair, at sallybird@comcast.net 
or Linda West, Pledge Clerk, at 
lindal.west@comcast.net. 

Inside this issue: 

mailto:sallybird@comcast.net
mailto:lindal.west@comcast.net
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From the Rector’s Desk      
 

Dear Friends, 

 
Terry Williams moved from our parish to Brielle, NJ and sent along this post. 

 
Subject: The Shore 
 
If you can share this with our Parish community - 
I helped friends from Normandy Beach today, only the second time they have been allowed to go to their 
home.  We tore out walls to the studs, dragged out flooring, clothing, and furniture, all completely in ruins.  
The contents of their homes, their lives, the piles of rubble on the streets are heart breaking. These are 
their first homes, not beach homes. Our friends were in shock, walking around in a trance, trying to sort 
through it all, picture albums of their parents, family heirlooms and antiques. Now part of the garbage heap. 
The township administration that hinders their access to their homes only adds to the damage as mold is 
setting in already. 
 
Please pray for them and all who have suffered such personal loss, as they try to gather their lives again  
Give them strength and courage and patience.  Let them know that there are people behind them to help 
and care for them 
  
Terry 

 
"Let them know." 
 
May we reflect upon how necessary and vital it is to have people behind us to catch us when we fall. Or simply be there 
with us on the ground when the hardness of the impact has its way with us. And we all fall down. And we all must reach 
out for the catching. 
 
Given such devastation on the Shore from Hurricane Sandy, our struggles here in Hunterdon with electricity and torn 
shingles seem tame. Just saying others have it worse is cold comfort, of course. And shallow guilt in not being worse off 
is wholly unhealthy and a poor motivation for charitable concern.   
 
The Japanese have a saying, "Fall down seven times, get up eight." We are able to get up again when we are lifted 
by many we may never see behind us, by their prayers, anonymous gifts, and a Jesus that comes disguised in a 
stranger's hand. The more we realize how we are closely held up by others, the more we can value our own ministry. 
Opportunities to catch, to be present in the falling down, and to lift others up are always around us. A simple kind word 
delights the soul. Volunteer a day. Who needs a letter from you today? When is it time to really deeply forgive? Make 
that phone call. Write that check. How many times have we fallen down? And who knows how many more times to 
come? In that humble self knowledge, we act. Blessings on you as you fall and catch all at once. 

 

Philip + 

 

 

WOMEN MAKING IT HAPPEN 
 Due to the hectic pace of this time of year,  

WMIH will not meet this month. 
 

Next meeting, Tues. Jan. 15th 
We need someone to hostess. 

 
Have a Peace-filled Christmas. 
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From the Deacon’s Corner  
 

Dear Seekers, 
 
My friend of 51 years just inspired me with these most powerful words as she wrote, "Studying the 
Four Agreements has led me to the Tao Te Ching. Yesterday I was reading Verse 34, which is about 
Living the Great Way and discovering a new definition of greatness. It tells us to 'notice those who 
give much, boast little, nurture others, and decline recognition or credit. See how great that truly is!' 
This powerful verse is advising to seek these people out and to acknowledge them."  
 
During this holy season of Advent and Christmas, let us look around and discover the loved ones who embody 
these traits so that we may be drawn into their presence and learn from them. For it is true that sometimes we 
do not know what we have right before our very eyes until it is taken away. Please let us continually celebrate 
and honor each other as bearers of the light of Christ.  
 
"Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the journey with us. So be swift 
to love and make haste to be kind. " Henri Frederic Amiel (1821-1881). 
 
Have a Awesome Advent and Cheerful Christmas! 
 
I remain faithfully, 
Your Deacon, 
Johnine 

Confirmation class 
 
 
Our Confirmation classes will begin on 
Sunday, January 6, 2013 at 9:10 a.m. in 
the St. Julian room. All 8th graders and 
all other individuals in any higher grades 
who have not been confirmed are most 
welcome. We will set a meeting time, 
which works for the group. Last year the 
young people wanted to meet for 1 1/2 
hours after the 10 a.m. service.  
 
Please contact Mrs. Rivers or Deacon 
Johnine and let us know if you will be 
attending. 
 
Thank you so much. 
 
Mrs. Rivers and Deacon Johnine 

“Will there be food today?” 
 

DECEMBER.  For December donations, Culinary An-

gels will package meals for Family Promise on December 
3 and 17.  Christmas will be the theme for December 17.

 

Can you donate some of your family favorites?  Donations 
of meat or meatless entrees, side dishes, vegetables are 
needed for both dates.  As always, fresh fruit is welcome 
as are the ‘comfort foods’ everyone enjoys. 
 

December dates are the 3
rd

 and the 17th 
 

Your donations helped Culinary Angels deliver Thanksgiv-
ing meals to over 30 clients of the Family Promise pro-
gram.  Thank you so much for your generosity and caring 
for our brothers and sisters in need.  Donations should be 
marked for IHN and can be left in the refrigerator in the 
kitchen any time Sunday or Monday.  We start prepping/
packing at 6 p.m. Monday.  If you are available to deliver 
meals to Flemington on Tuesday, please contact Joanne 
Warnowicz.  We would love to have you join us. 
 

“Will there be food today?” 
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WORDS FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN    

 
Beauty has the power to inspire us, connect us, and transform us.   
It calls us to see things differently—not just the prettiness, that the Cosmetic and Advertising world 
tries to sell us—it is to see the humanity of the world we live in… and transform us. 
 

We mean all sort of things, I know, by Beauty. But the essential advantage for a poet is not 
to have a beautiful world with which to deal: it is to be able to see beneath both beauty and 
ugliness; to see the boredom, and the horror, and the glory.--T.S. Eliot 

 
So our journey of Renewal of Beauty has hopefully given us a more spiritual connection--to see God’s beauty in the 
world around us—even with some of its ugliness. There is a beauty to our lives and our community that is not always 
obvious in our daily lives.  
 
As we start to prepare for this holy season, I hope that you feel and experience the beauty of God’s word and presence 
in the life that surrounds us.   
 
 
Cecilie Bulcha 
 

 

All Saints  

Sunday Brunch  
 
Our delightful All Saints Sunday brunch, 
coordinated by Susan Hager and Debbie 
Holzherr, provided a table containing 
juices, assorted quiches, blintzes, casse-
roles, sausage, crumb cake, bagels and 
home-made breads.  Parish members con-
tributing were Cecilie Bulcha, Carol Craw-
ford-Jones, June Filipski, John Higgins, 
Marge Keller, Sandy Sullivan, Sharon Tri-
podi, and, of course, George Holzherr. 
 
Consider hosting a first Sunday breakfast 
in 2013. To sign up, please check the 
sheet in the Narthex. Please note that vol-
unteers are still needed for the January 6th 
breakfast! 
 
Carol Crawford-Jones 

Beneath Our Feet 
 
Thanks to an unrestricted and very generous donation from Anne 
Marie Gabriel after her passing last spring, we are able to replace 
our Narthex flooring. To be able to have the necessary funds to af-
ford a lasting memorial addition to our church is so appreci-
ated.  Anne Marie’s daughter, Jessica and children, who were at 
CHS for the All Saints Service, saw the samples and design and 
were very pleased. The Vestry has approved the installation of an 
attractive, durable, easy to clean surface.  Plans are to have this pro-
ject completed in December. 
 
And take a look at the floor in the Parish Hall. White Tornado did a 
beautiful job on the floor—for just one fifth the price to sand and re-
finish the floor. Paul, the owner, and his wife and helper, even re-
paired the broken parquet floor in the back of the nursery, piecing 
and gluing it--without anyone asking them to do it. They also offer 
carpet cleaning, clean-outs, and power washing. Even if you don't 
need their services, you might like to call to express your apprecia-
tion for a job well done. You can contact them at 973-292-0007.  
 
Sharon Tripodi 
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Greening of the Church 
Sunday, December 23 after 10 a.m. Service 

 
Join us after the 10 a.m. service to help 
decorate the church for Christmas! The Al-
tar Guild supplies the greens, poinsettia 
plants and some guidance to decorate the 
sanctuary.  
 
You don’t have to be an interior decorator 
to help; every pair of hands is welcome. 
We'll also set up the Christmas tree, and 
the nativity set as well.  
 
Come join the fun and be amazed at how 
beautiful our sanctuary looks when we are 
done! 

Help Contribute to the 

Greening of the Church 
Christmas flower donations are due by Tuesday, December 11  

 
Christmas flower envelopes for your donations towards Christmas 
flowers and greens for the December 23 greening of the church are 
available on the round table in the Narthex.  
 
Donations are due by Tuesday, December 11 to ensure that the 
names of the people for whom the donation is being made are in-
cluded in the Christmas bulletin. To submit your donation:  
 
1. On the donation envelope, include your name and the name(s) 

for whom the donation is being made and whether it is a memo-
rial or in thanksgiving.  

2. Put your donation ($35 is suggested) in the envelope and place 
it in the collection plate on any Sunday, in the Altar Guild mail-
box (in the hallway by the lower entrance) or return it to the 
church office. 

17
th

 Annual  
Blood Drive at CHS 

Saturday, December 8th 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHS is hosting its annual blood drive. As a 
result of the Sandy storm and upcoming holi-
day season, blood is in short supply.  Because 
of the critical shortage, consider making a do-
nation this year.  
 
Donors must be at least 17 years old, weigh at 
least 110 lbs., and be healthy. If you donate 
regularly, you can donate safely every 56 
days. To schedule your appointment, please 
contact Jane Anderson by phone or email at 
908-439-2532 or jeaedd93@yahoo.com.  

 
The gift of blood is the gift of life and it is 
truly the ultimate stewardship. Consider 
participating in the blood drive. 

 

THE CHRISTMAS  
GIVING TREE 

 
The Christmas Giving Tree is now decorating our Narthex. Again this 
year it includes tags for our Adopted Family, children at our "sister 
parish" Cristo Rey in Trenton, residents of Anderson House, Free-
dom House and Good News Home and for children in the Holiday 
Hands program of United Way of Hunterdon County.  

 
There are 144 tags on the tree so that 
each family may choose one or more as 
they are able. On the table next to the 
tree there are registries for each group. 
After selecting your tags, sign your name 
and phone number on the appropriate 
registries and take a Giving Tree In-
struction form and follow the direc-
tions carefully.  
 
Gifts are due on Sunday, December 9th.  
 
If you have any questions, contact  
Barbara Burton at 908-236-6980 or  
barbandsandy@embarqmail.com .  
 
Thank you for helping to make the holi-
day a bit happier for someone less fortu-
nate! 

2012 Giving Tree 
Photo by Sandy Burton 

 

mailto:barbandsandy@embarqmail.com


Church of the Holy Spirit Monthly Planner 

December 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

          
 

 
 

1   
9am-2pm  
Advent Quiet 
Time  
“Just Breathe”  

2    Breakfast between 
                        services 
Birthday & Anniversary 
               Blessings 
8&10am Holy Eucharist 
9:15 Sunday School 
9:30 & 11:30am Choir                                          
                         Rehearsal 
4pm Trinity Chorale  
                  Concert 
6pm Youth Group Mtg 

3 
1pm Shawl Ministry    
        at Edna Mahan 
6pm Family Promise 
         Food Prep 
7pm Knit and Chat 
7:30pm Support Grp 
 
 

4 
6am Bible Study 
      @Spinning Wheel  
 
 
 

5 
12 noon Eucharist 
1pm Shawl Ministry   
        @ Edna Mahan 
6:45pm Jr. Choir 
              Rehearsal 
8pm  Mid-week Sr. 
       Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

6 
 

7 
Sabbath for  
Fr. Philip & 
Dcn. Johnine 
    
 
 

8 
9am Blood 
         Drive 
 
 
PLEDGE 
CARDS ARE 
DUE 

9 
Giving Tree Gifts Due! 
Got Change Collection 
8&10am Holy Eucharist 
9:15 Sunday School 
9:30 & 11:30am Choir                                          
                         Rehearsal 

10 
1pm Shawl Ministry    
        at Edna Mahan 
7pm Knit and Chat 
7:30pm Support Grp 
 
 
 
 

11 
6am Bible Study 
      @Spinning Wheel  
 
Donations for the 
Greening of the Church 
are due 
 

12 
12 noon Eucharist 
1pm Shawl Ministry   
        @ Edna Mahan 
6pm Prayer Srvc @ 
      Edna Mahan Min 
6:45pm Jr. Choir 
              Rehearsal 
8pm  Mid-week Sr. 
       Choir Rehearsal 

13 
 

14 
Sabbath for  
Fr. Philip & 
Dcn. Johnine 
 
TRUMPETER 
DEADLINE 
 
 

15 
2pm Holiday 
        Gifts of 
        Talent 
        @CHS   

16 
8&10am Holy Eucharist 
9:15 Sunday School 
9:30 & 11:30am Choir 
                         Rehearsal 
10am Sunday School 
          Sharing  
          @ Announcements 
11:15am Greening of the     
    Church  
    & Sunday School Party 

17 
1pm Shawl Ministry    
        at Edna Mahan 
6pm Family Promise 
         Food Prep 
6:30pm Prayer Svc     
@ Edna Mahan Max 
7pm Knit and Chat 
7:30pm Support Grp 
 

18 
6am Bible Study 
      @Spinning Wheel  
7:30pm Vestry Mtg 
 
 

19 
12 noon Eucharist 
1pm Shawl Ministry   
        @ Edna Mahan 
6:45pm Jr. Choir 
              Rehearsal 
8pm  Mid-week Sr. 
       Choir Rehearsal 

20 
 

21 WINTER 
        BEGINS 
Sabbath for  
Fr. Philip & 
Dcn. Johnine 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
8am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 & 11:30am Choir 
                         Rehearsal 
10am Lessons & Carols 
         with Holy Eucharist 

24 CHRISTMAS 
        EVE 
Services 4,7:30 & 
11pm with Hymns at 
7 & 10:30pm 
 

25   CHRISTMAS 
10am Holy Eucharist 

26 
1pm Shawl Ministry   
        @ Edna Mahan 
 

27 

 

28 
Sabbath for  
Fr. Philip & 
Dcn. Johnine 

29 

30 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
8&10am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 & 11:30am Choir 
                         Rehearsal 

31 NEW YEARS  
        EVE 
1pm Shawl Ministry    
        at Edna Mahan 
 

     

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER…. 
Jan 6 - Confirmation Classes Begin 
Jan 15 - Women Making It Happen 

AA Meetings are held at Church of the Holy Spirit  
on the following days/evenings:  
 Men - Mondays 7:30 p.m. 
                  Saturdays 8:00 a.m. 

 Men & Women - Saturdays 9 a.m. 

 New AA Group Meeting - Thursdays 8 p.m. 

The Mission of the Church of the Holy Spirit is to worship Christ as we serve others, proclaim His love, & grow in His Spirit 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 
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Sunday School Update 
Dates to Remember:  
 

 Sunday, December 16 – Sunday School Sharing by the 3
rd

/4
th
/5

th
 Grade Class  

       at the 10 a.m. service 

 Sunday, December 23 – NO Sunday School – Merry Christmas!  

 Sunday, December 30 – NO Sunday School – Happy New Year!  
  

Christmas Party!  
Our church-wide children’s Christmas party will be Sunday, December 16, immediately following the 10 a.m. ser-
vice.  We’ll have a casual lunch and some fun activities. Please see the flyers in the Narthex for the food donations 
needed for lunch.  
 
So, mark your calendars! We hope you will be able to join us! Please reply by Thursday, December 13 if you plan to 
attend, Trish Simpson-Curtin (908-638-4012, simpsoncurtint@yahoo.com) and Deanne Altom (908-534-3425, 
thealtoms@gmail.com). 
 
 
 

Spiritual Formation 
 
Advent . . . 
  
           Just Breathe 
 
A spiritual tool kit for the seasons of Advent & Christmas 
 
An Advent Retreat entitled, “Just Breathe” is being conducted on Saturday, December 1, 2012 from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
for the entire Hunterdon County community at Church of the Holy Spirit.   
 
With the holidays quickly approaching and with the storms we have been through, we all get frantic and frayed. This re-
treat will give you a sense of peace and a plan in which you can “just breathe” through the holidays and savor each mo-
ment.   
  
The topics to be discussed are “Breathing and Mindfulness” and “Healing and Resilience”.  There will be gentle 
breathing and stretching exercises as well as Labyrinth walking from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., if you wish.  The two topics will be 
discussed from 9 until 11a.m., with a lunch break in between and then repeated again from noon until 2 p.m.  You can 
DROP IN according to your schedule.  Please bring a bag lunch if you wish to stay during the lunchtime.  Beverages will 
be provided.  Participants will be given a resource booklet for how peacefully to thrive, not just survive, the holi-
days.  There is no cost and all are WELCOME, so please invite your friends and neighbors to attend! 
 
To RSVP send an e-mail to: support@churchholyspirit.net or call the church office at 908-236-6301. 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
“Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance”  
Proverbs 1:4-6 
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Finance Committee [Continued from page 1] 

 
 
Sandy Burton - Sandy has been on the Finance Committee since CHS formed a formal committee several years 
ago. Before this, he was usually involved in the creation of the annual budget either in his role as Pledge Clerk, vestry 
member, or Warden. He and Linda West meet weekly to pay the parish bills and update the corporate books. He also 
prepares a spreadsheet on a monthly basis so that the Vestry can review our expenses and income versus budget and 
versus prior year. He, along with other members of the Finance Committee, prepare various reports for our insurance 
company, the diocese, etc. He is retired from AT&T after a 40+ year career and currently serves as chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Good News Home for Women in Flemington.  
 
 
Debby Canty – Debby has been the Treasurer of CHS since 2006 and has been a member of the Finance Committee 
since that time. She serves on the Vestry as the Finance Committee Chair. The committee meets once a month to re-
view the most recent month’s revenue and expenses as compared to budget, and works with the Vestry each December 
to prepare the budget for the following year. Deb enjoys being on the committee because it is a good group of people 
who work together very well. Deb is a Financial Advisor with Merrill Lynch where she has worked since 1987. She is also 
a Certified Financial Planner. 
 
 
Ed Filipski - After joining Holy Spirit, Ed immediately joined the Finance Committee. As a retired banker, Ed is interested 
in how we can make the Church viable without losing its perspective as a church. Ed has been involved in Finance all his 
life and also serves on the financial development committee of Briteside Adult Day Center, which is now part of Hunter-
don Regional Community Health. Ed is also involved in other areas of the Church, such as Culinary Angels and the We 
Care Committee. 
 
 
Oscar Jones - Oscar joined the CHS Finance Committee two years ago and became a member of the Vestry in 2012. 
The Finance Committee meets monthly to review the Church’s financial position with the intention of providing financial 
guidance and decision support to the Vestry. Oscar is an experienced accounting and finance professional with financial 
planning and analysis, controllership, and cash management expertise. He is a member of the American Institute of Cer-
tified Public Accountants (AICPA) and Association of Corporate Treasurers (ACT) - Cash Management. He currently 
works as a Financial Operations Consultant with Experis Finance. 
 
 
L. E. “Jim” Keller - Jim is a retired retail executive specializing in research, finance, and strategic planning. After retiring 
more than 12 years ago, he served on the staff of the Bishop of New Jersey as Diocesan Insurance Administrator and in 
other special projects.  He has also served in paid and volunteer positions for a number of non-profit agencies as Execu-
tive Director, Board Chairman, and Treasurer. He recently retired as an active Alcohol and Drug Counselor. He has nu-
merous awards for service and was commended by the New Jersey Legislature for his long service and contributions to 
the New Jersey Addiction Community. He is pleased and honored to serve on the Finance Committee of the Church of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Linda West – Linda joined the Finance Committee several years ago. She meets with Sandy Burton weekly to pay the 
parish bills and enter the payroll records. She is also the Pledge Clerk for CHS. She is the Secretary/Treasurer for 
the Auto Shop of Middlesex where she has worked for 34 years with her husband, Jim, and brother. She handles the 
scheduling, billing, payroll and financial responsibilities for the company. 
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VESTRY & STAFF – 2012 
Vestry:   Rector    Philip Carr-Jones  236-6301    philip@churchholyspirit.org   

Senior Warden   Cecilie Bulcha  642-8526    cecilie.bulcha@churchholyspirit.org 
Junior Warden   John Higgins  638-5645    john.higgins@churchholyspirit.org 

               Christian Formation  Wendy Hallstrom  713-1191    wendy.hallstrom@churchholyspirit.org  
Finance    Debby Canty  236-2776    debby.canty@churchholyspirit.org 

     Oscar Jones          328-7903    oscar.jones@churchholyspirit.org   
 Growth    John Altom   969-1025    john.altom@churchholyspirit.org   

    Doug Montgomery   713-0357    doug.montgomery@churchholyspirit.org 
              Outreach   Marge Keller  713-0724    marge.keller@churchholyspirit.org 
 Pastoral Care   Katie Gnash          797-4398    katie.gnash@churchholyspirit.org 
 Property    Sharon Tripodi   236-2282    sharon.tripodi@churchholyspirit.org 
 Spirituality   Debby Canty  236-2776    debby.canty@churchholyspirit.org   
     Wendy Hallstrom  713-1191    wendy.hallstrom@churchholyspirit.org 
 Stewardship   Sally Bird   735-0094    sally.bird@churchholyspirit.org   
     Katie Gnash          797-4398    katie.gnash@churchholyspirit.org   
 Volunteers   Sally Bird   735-0094    sally.bird@churchholyspirit.org  
 

Staff:    Administrative Assistant   Linda Romanoski  236-6301    admin@churchholyspirit.org 
 Deacon     Johnine Byrer       333-5000    deaconjb@gmail.com 
                           399-4170   (cell)  

Director of Music   Chris Williams       238-0178    music@churchholyspirit.org 
 Sunday Sexton    Joanne Shallo  328-2374    jshal7@ aol.com 
              Cleaning Service                               Papics Janitorial Service  
 

Volunteer Staff:     

Acolyte Master   Jeff Decker  713-9273    jadecker@ptd.net  

     Altar Guild Directress           Sue Landgraf  638-4341    landgraf5@yahoo.com  
Christian Service Coordinator Johnine Byrer  968-0879    deaconjb@gmail.com   
CHS News Editor                              Cecilie Bulcha  642-8526    cecilie.bulcha@churchholyspirit.org            
Coffee Hour    
Daughters of the King  Wendy Hallstrom  713-1191    whallstrom@comcast.net 
Director of Christian Education Wendy Hallstrom  713-1191    whallstrom@comcast.net 
Memorial Garden   Polly Treut                479-4048    polly.t.treut@gmail.com 
Missioner to Christ Church  Ed Filipski  735-5219    juned.fil@gmail.com   
Pledge Clerk   Linda West  534-6963    lindal.west@comcast.net 
Pianist/Organist (8 am)  Greta Tump  236-2094    gretatump@yahoo.com  
Prayer Chain   Barbara Burton  236-6980    barbandsandy@embarqmail.com  
Treasurer   Debby Canty  236-2776    dcanty@northbridge.net  
“Trumpeter” Technical Editor Shari Lynn       735-4518    shari4374@aol.com  
Usher Captain (8 a.m.)  Carol Crawford-Jones  735-4510    carolcj@prolog.net  

          (10 a.m.)  John Tevebaugh  832-9785    jteve1@comcast.net 
Vestry Recording Secretary Jane Roxbury  534-6146    jroxbury@pingry.org  
Webmaster   Jan Paxton            638-8693    jrpaxton@churchholyspirit.net  
Webmaster Assistant  John Rollins          638-8693    jardigitalworks@gmail.com  
Worship Coordinator  Jeff Decker  713-9273    jadecker@ptd.net 
Worship Schedule  Andra Taylor  735-4776    andrat0413@gmail.com 

              Youth Group President  TBD   

Holiday Gifts of Talent At CHS 
 
The Good News Home for Women cordially invites you to attend Holiday Gifts of Talent on the afternoon of Saturday, 
December 15th, from 2 p.m. to approximately 6 p.m.   
 
Where you might ask?  Why right here at the Church of the Holy Spirit.  Take a break from the hectic  preparations for 
Christmas and enjoy a relaxing afternoon.  
 
The program will feature a variety of talents of bell and voice choirs, finger singers, mime and more.  If you would like to 
participate, please contact Robin Jackson at the Good News Home (908) 806-7913 ext. 26, or see Sandy Burton (908) 
236-6980. 

mailto:polly.t.treut@gmail.com
mailto:lindal.west@comcast.net
mailto:shari4374@aol.com
mailto:jteve1@comcast.net
mailto:jrpaxton@churchholyspirit.net
mailto:jardigitalworks@gmail.com
mailto:andrat0413@gmail.com
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PULSE OF THE PARISH 
We welcome into the household of God Sophia Georgia 
Lensborn who was "sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism 
and marked as Christ's own forever on November 18th. 
 
Welcome to Alice Herebella who lives in Flemington, and 
to the Rivera Family--Mirgia, Jesus and Ariana--who live in 
Lebanon, all who worshiped with us on November 25th. 
 
Get well wishes to the following parishioners who have 
had foot or knee surgery in the month of November:   

 Carol Montgomery, who is recovering at home 

 Sue Landgraf who is in also recovering at home 

 Cynthia Schneider   
Keep them in your prayers for healing and "getting back 
on their feet soon"! 
 
A Christmas Story:  There is one Christmas Carol that 
has always baffled me.  What in the world do leaping 
lords, French hens, swimming swans, and especially the 
partridge who won't come out of the pear tree have to do 
with Christmas?   Recently I found out. 
 
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were 
not permitted to practice their faith openly. Someone dur-
ing that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young 
Catholics.  It has two levels of meaning: the surface mean-
ing plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their 
church.  Each element in the carol has a code word for a 
religious reality which  the children could remember. 

 

 The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 

 Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 

 Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 

 Four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke & John. 

 Five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first 
five books of the Old Testament. 

 Six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 

 Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit---Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, 
Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership & Mercy. 

 Eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 

 Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit--Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Good-
ness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 

 Ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments. 

 Eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disci-
ples. 

 Twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve 
points of belief in the Apostles' Creed. 

 
Now I know how this strange song became a Christmas 
Carol!  Merry (Twelve Days of) Christmas, everyone! 
 
Tattled from an unknown source. 
 
Barbara Burton 


